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It is self-evident that the class of transport known as
" transit/5 that is to say, transport which, while passing
through national territory, yet has its point of departure
and arrival outside it, cannot be hindered or restricted at the
pleasure of the State whose territory is traversed without
obvious and unjustifiable damage resulting to the other States.
Such damage naturally leads to reprisals such as are liable
to make themselves felt far beyond the limits of the States
which at the outset seemed the only interested parties. Thus
the material embarrassment and the spirit of rivalry which
is engendered tends to trouble the world's peace. As it is
generally recognised in municipal law that an individual who
must pass from his house through his neighbour's property
in order to reach the main road is given the right of passage,
so a State which is virtually compelled to exchange its pro-
ducts across a neighbour's territory should have guaranteed
to it as a matter of right whatever transit privileges are
essential. Otherwise any country, by impeding free transit
or by imposing upon it special burdensome conditions, might
levy on a neighbouring State what would be tantamount to
an economic tribute. This power to exercise pressure might
even be used to divert the normal flow of commerce. Such
a situation is potentially injurious to all States which are
alive to the importance of economic co-operation; to all, one
may say, which are capable of taking a long view of their
needs. Importing countries have an interest in receiving
their goods by the cheapest route, without regard to the
States whose territory must be traversed in the process;
exporting countries are swayed by the same motives as regards
delivery of their goods and the expansion of their trade.
Countries across which large quantities of goods naturally
pass have an interest in the development of such transporta-
tion, and consequently in the grant of legal guarantees to
ensure stability. Last but not least, States deprived of access
to the sea, of which there are so many in the new Europe,
can only by such guarantees be assured that they will not,
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